
 
Unique Business and/or Freehold opportunity in 

Historic  MENANGLE 
Part of the famous 

1795 “Cowpastures”. 
and 

1805 Macarthurs’ “Camden Park Estate” 
 

The “Birthplace of Australian Agriculture” 
 

FOR SALE: c1904 
Menangle General Store Business, 
Liquor Licence, with Residence and 

Barn. 
 NOTE: Separately or together.  

 

For more details go to www.menangle.com.au 
For the link to http://www.menangle.com.au/documents/unique-business-and-freehold-opportunity.pdf 
 
 
This document is prepared by the Menangle Community Association Inc., and may contain errors and omissions as we do claim to be experts. The Menangle 
Community Association accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, reliability or opinion of any material within the publication. 

 

 
www.menangle.com.au 



FOR SALE: c1904 
Menangle Store, Residence and Barn:  
Business and/or Property.  
 
Background. 
The Menangle area has one of the highest concentrations of historically significant sites in 
rural Australia dating back as far as the 1788 First Fleet. The area was named “The 
Cowpastures” in 1795 by Governor Hunter, when the First Fleet’s escaped cattle were found 
here and importantly, for the Colony, were found to be thriving. Menangle later became an 
integral part of Australia’s first pastoral company, the Macarthur’s Camden Park Estate, 
which was first granted to John Macarthur in 1805.   

The Menangle village was originally the village for the estate workers and was also the 
centre for some of the Camden Park businesses. Surprisingly it is essentially unchanged 
today, although it has grown slightly. Its English village layout of houses, churches, school, 
shop and community hall, all within walking distance of each other, is still a unique 
experience to see.  

The Store itself was built in 1904, and was designed by the same architect as Gilbulla, 
another Macarthur family home close by. Two older houses were demolished to enable the 
shop to be built on the corner. A barn was also built along side, and the complex became 
the “buying house” for all goods for the Camden Park Estate. This covered everything from 
agricultural goods to domestic items including clothing and house wares. The store grew to 
be the major supply center for the area, and it developed an extensive bakery and butcher 
shop, which all still exist today, although unused. 

The Camden Park Estate at its peak in 1930, covered 28,000 acres and included Belgenny 
Farm, Camden Park House, Menangle, Gilbulla and later the Rotolactor, Creamery and 
railway siding. It became a leader and innovator of Australian agriculture; achieving 14 
Australian firsts in wool, cattle, dairying, wheat, fruit and wine. It was also the major 
supplier of milk, cream and butter to Sydney and also supplied grape cuttings used in the 
establishment of vineyards in the Barossa valley, which of course is now world famous.  

The local milk was considered of such health value, that doctors would write a script for the 
“Special Milk”, for expectant mothers. 

The Menangle General Store is a major part of this history and still provides us a rich insight 
into our early agricultural past that is irreplaceable.  

www.menangle.com.au 

 

Education/Tourism/Recreation.    
Talks are underway to create an Agricultural Museum to showcase the history of farming in Australia 
including wool, wine, dairy, as well as a historic day school at the 100 year old Menangle School, not 

http://www.menangle.com.au/


far from the shop. Also the neighboring hall will reopened in 2012 after renovations by the 
Menangle Community Assoc. 

Together with the existing wineries and historic buildings, a high quality shop could lure 
Sydney-siders to the area to experience the best food and culture in the country. Food 
production, wine, dairy, butter, cheese, wool, agricultural and environment are all here 
already, they just need to be harnesses. The two local vineyards are opening their cellar 
doors outlets soon, indicating the potential. The Menangle Community Association is 
considering other options. 

This year 6000 students will be educated in environmental education. Some 15000 people 
will visit Belgenny Farm. Another 4000 will visit Camden Park House, some 2000 will visit 
Menangle’s historic shop/butchery/bakery, and village.  The Nepean River Reserve on the 
Nepean River is also well used by locals all year round because of its park, fishing, beach and 
swimming area. This is a total of well over 30,000 people visiting the area with little 
advertising, and obviously has the potential to grow with the right development and 
leadership. 

Wollondilly Council recognize the importance of Menangle and have a Development Control 
Plan in place for the whole village, and are carrying out investigations into the possibility of 
a significant Heritage Landscape Curtilage around the Village.   

Summary of Menangle’s  strengths 

 National Heritage links 

 Continuing Agricultural innovation since 1805. 

 Education/Tourism potential. 

 Wollondilly, Camden and Campbelltown community’s recognition 

 Unspoilt cultural Landscape 

 Menangle Hills 

 Wildlife corridor, Cumberland plain and river 

 Menangle being part of the Camden Park Estate now EMAI 

 Council and Community commitment and involvement 

 Quote from a local historian. “Today Menangle village’s St James and St Patrick’s 
churches, the old store, creamery and Rotolactor as well as Menangle station, 
railway bridge and viaduct are listed on the local, state and/or national heritage 
registers. Add Menangle House, Glen lee and the 19th century Macarthur mansions of 
Camden Park and Gilbulla to this list and Menangle must lay claim to one of the 
highest concentrations of historically significant sites in rural Australia”  

www.menangle.com.au 
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Menangle. 
  
1.1 Historical Background 
 
Menangle Village is located to the east of Mt Taurus in the “Cowpastures”, and sits between a unique mixture of green 
space, wildlife corridors, lagoons, streams, and the Nepean River. It is recognized as Wollondilly‟s only historic village 
and has remained contained within the settlement boundaries of the village development, during the second decade of 
the 20th century, with the exception of the Durham Green retirement facility to the south.  Both Mt Taurus and the 
Cowpastures were named by Governor Hunter in 1795, after the discovery of the escaped first fleet cattle in the area. 
The cattle were found to be thriving in the lush grassland beside the Nepean River and this signalled to Hunter and 
then to England, that the fledgling colony could now survive. The Dharawal people had already named the area 
Menangle, (“Manhangle”) which means „place of swamps.” They used fire to maintain the productivity and 
sustainability of the flat land, leaving the hills tree covered, to good success, as the cattle had multiplied greatly in 
number in these good conditions. 
 
In 1805, Lord Camden the Colonial Secretary, had been so impressed with John and Elizabeth Macarthur‟s new fine 
wool merino sheep, that he ordered Governor King to grant them 5000 acres for sheep breeding. They chose the best 
pasture in the colony, the rich river flats of “the Cowpastures”. They then proceeded to establish Camden Park, which 
became one of the finest estates in the nation. Over the years the Camden Park Estate became a model for 
Australia's proud agricultural traditions and they rank as one of Australia's greatest agricultural pioneers, specializing 
in wheat, dairying, horticulture and wine, achieving 15 Australian agricultural firsts, as well as being major exporters.  
 
By the 1830‟s the estate had expanded to 28,000 acres and was the greatest and most advanced mixed farm in NSW 
employing 900 people and producing 30,000 gallons of wine annually and other produce including wheat, fruit, nuts, 
dairy, meat and wool.  
 
The Menangle village was first recorded as a village in 1866 with mention in Balliere's Gazette, where an alternative 
name of Riversford was given. The village had been established before this by the Macarthur family as the village for 
their estate workers. It was centred on St James' Church (1876), where the steeple had a weather vane not a cross 
indicating the local rural focus. Other predominant buildings were St Patrick‟s (1895), the School (1871) and the 
General Store/Bakery/Butcher/Rural Supplies (c1904) and the Hall (c1904)  
 



While there were several river crossings and roads in this isolated area, business increased as a result of the 
establishment of the railway in 1863 and later the Menangle spur line and the river weir (1886).  Menangle's identity 
changed as it became the focus of Camden Park Estate businesses and this was reinforced by the established of the 
Camden Estate Central Creamery (1898) and the Rotolactor (1952), when the area was the major supplier of milk to 
Sydney. Menangle had reached a size of 35 houses by 1950 with 23 still owned by the Camden Park Estate. It 
continued to be known as the “private village” of Camden Park Estate although many buildings had already been sold 
in previous years. In 1975 those that remained in the estate were finally sold off, as all rural industry was in severe 
decline.  
 
Camden Park Estate is noted in the NSW Heritage Listing, in part, as ” of social, historic, scientific and aesthetic 
significance to NSW and Australia. The Estate's considerable social and historic significance is also due to its ability to 
demonstrate the way of life, tastes, customs and functions of a 19th - early 20th Century rural establishment.” Today 
the NSW Heritage register lists 37 individual historic assets, within and around Menangle, within a 6km radius. 
 
 
The relationship of the Menangle Village street and building layout to the topography of the area is an important 
feature of the village, with most development being established along a north south ridge. The village features a 
prominent knoll to the south east of the village on which is located St James' Church making it the dominating 
landmark in all views of the village.  
 
The character of the residential buildings in the village is diverse in terms of size, form, period style and materials. 
However Menangle's significance centres on the retention of a large number of early 20th century (1900-1920) 
dwellings. Many of the dwellings have retained their original form, fabric and detailing to give the village its important 
heritage and aesthetic character where Colonial and Edwardian styles homes are still to be seen. In fact a 2009 
heritage assessment by Michael Pearson of Heritage Management Consultants Pty Ltd. for BHP, has identified 12 
unlisted cottages as significant due to their architecture and positioning in the cultural landscape. 
  
The Council commissioned Travis Partners Pty Ltd to undertake a heritage evaluation of Menangle. In turn Jyoti 
Sommerville, an Architectural Conservation Consultant, prepared two documents for Council. The first Menangle 
Village Development Guidelines identifies the existing character of Menangle. The second Menangle Village 
Development Control Plan provides suggested standards for new developments. Both documents provided a 
Historical background of Menangle, and form the basis for this document. Addition background was sourced from the 
NSW Heritage listing of Camden Park Estate and Howard Tanner and Assoc. report for the Dept. of Environment and 
Planning in 1983, and the 1991 Wollondilly Council Heritage Survey. 
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Menangle Village across corn crop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lucerne Hay 

 
 

Link to Menangle Village Development Control Plan 
http://www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.au/files/1978/File/030930DCP41

_MenangleVillage.pdf 
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BHP EVALUATION 
4 MENANGLE STORE 

 

4.1 Location 

 

57 Menangle Road, Menangle (Lot 8, DP 531899). 

 

4.2 Heritage Listing Status 

 

Wollondilly LEP. SHI DB No. 2690090. 

Wollondilly Heritage Study. 

 

4.3 History 

 

Built c1904, the store has noted similarities to Gilbulla (see Section 12) so it may be Sulman 

and Power design. It has been used by the Camden Park Estate right up to the 1970s as its 

buying agent for all provisions, stores, seed, fertiliser and fuels used on the farm. The store 

has always had a licence and served the village and the rural hinterland. It contains original 

ovens where the bread was baked and a coolroom for the butcher shop which provided for 

farmers when Menangle was more remote from Sydney. It continues to serve the community 

and is a tourist attraction. 

 

4.4 Description 

 

A two storey commercial building with "Federation Arts and Crafts" detailing located on the 

major intersection in Menangle Village. The main gabled roof (covering the whole of the 

second storey) is punctuated by an over-sized, twin-gabled porch with shingled gable ends 

and balustrade and turned timber posts. Tall, rendered chimneys with decorative strapwork 

also break the roof line in an asymmetrical arrangement. The ground level is brick with a 

timber framed second floor. 

Inside there is a coolroom and bakers oven. The shelving in the current store is modern. A 

weatherboard building with shingled gable ends and corrugated iron roof to the east is 

identified as a former barn. A domed brick well is sunk into the back yard, and may be 

contributing to rising damp problems in the building. 

At street level the face brickwork has been painted and alterations have been made to 

door/window openings. 

Extension to south (fronting Menangle St); alteration of windows to main frontage; external 

steel stair to first floor on east elevation. Corrugated iron roof. 

The building is in poor to fair condition, with rising and falling damp problems, and general 

interior decay. 

 

4.5 Statement of Significance 

 

From State Heritage Inventory Database 

 

The Menangle Store has historical significance as the only 20th century store in Menangle 

Village and through its role in serving farmers in the rural hinterland and in provisioning the 

Camden Park Estate. It has links with the Macarthur family who sponsored the store. The 

building is unusual in the State as a particularly fine and relatively unusual freestanding 

example of a "Federation Arts and Crafts" style commercial shop. This significance is 

enhanced by the degree to which the building retains its original form and detailing. 

 

In addition, the store has aesthetic significance as a landmark effectively marking the centre 

of Menangle village. 

 



4.6 Significance against Criteria 

 

NSW State Heritage Register Criteria 

 

State Heritage Register Citation 

 

Criterion A:   an item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural 

history; 

 

The Menangle Store has historical significance as the only 20th century store 

in Menangle Village and through its role in serving farmers in the rural 

hinterland and in provisioning the Camden Park Estate. It has links with the 

Macarthur family who sponsored the store. 

 

Criterion B:   an item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, 

or group of persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history; 

 

It has links with the Macarthur family who sponsored the store, and was 

linked to the fortunes of the Camden Park Estate. 

 

Criterion C:   an item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high 

degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW; 

 

The building is unusual in the State as a particularly fine and relatively 

unusual freestanding example of a "Federation Arts and Crafts" style 

commercial shop. This significance is enhanced by the degree to which the 

building retains its original form and detailing. 

 

In addition, the store has aesthetic significance as a landmark effectively 

marking the centre of Menangle village. 

 

Criterion F:   an item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural 

or natural history; 

 

The store’s historical links to the large Camden Park Estate and the 

Macarthurs provide uncommon aspects in the context of the State’s history. 

 

Criterion G:   an item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class 

of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments. 

 

The building is unusual in the State as a particularly fine and relatively 

unusual freestanding example of a "Federation Arts and Crafts" style 

commercial shop. This significance is enhanced by the degree to which the 

building retains its original form and detailing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2010 Photo Exhibition  

 

 

Edwina Macarthur Stanham, Phil Costa, John Macarthur Stanham  

 

 



 

 

MENANGLE:  “Cowpastures and Camden Park Estate” point history. 
 
“Macarthur Country”: Firsts. 

 First and best example of a Georgian Farm Complex in Australia. 

 First Pastoral Property  

 First Cowpastures 

 First fine wool export. 

 First mechanical irrigation system using an Archimedean screw pump in1829. 

 First exports of brandy. 

 First exports of wine to Europe. 

 First butter factory in NSW. 

 First large iron rail bridge erected in NSW and oldest. 

 First estate to breed wholly by artificial insemination. 

 First and greatest, Macarthur agricultural pioneering family still lives here 

 Largest pure breed dairy cattle centre in Australia with 1200 head, in 1932 

 Largest Rotolactor Milking center of this design in Australia. 

 Largest supplier of milk to Sydney in previous years. 
 

A Summary: 
 
1788, Mt Taurus and the First Fleet Cattle. 

 Two bulls and four cows escaped from the First Fleet settlement at Farm Cove, 5 months after the First 
Fleet‟s arrival, in May 1788.  

 The cattle travelled some 40 miles through undeveloped country to Menangle. 

 The settlers were entertained by Aboriginal dancers dancing “the dance of the bulls.” 



 They were seen by the Aboriginal people but were first sighted by a convict hunter in 1795, some seven years 
after they escaped, and they had multiplied to about forty cows and two bulls. 

 1795, Governor Hunter came to see them and named the hill he climbed Mt Taurus. 

 He also then named the area the “Cowpastures” 

  Once caught, this was the first occasion that the new Sydney colony ate fresh beef. 

 Governor Hunter made it a crime to kill these cattle, so they could multiply and to preserve the food. It was 
then that he realized the colony would survive. 

 Two constables were stationed in a new house called „Cowpastures House‟ in early 1805 at Elderslie, near 
the ford crossing of the Nepean to protect the cattle.  

 The area was declared a government reserve to enable the cattle to continue to multiply. 

 Only the Macarthur‟s and the Davidson‟s were authorized to cross the Nepean River after 1805 when their 
grants were received, but the government surveyor James Meehan noted there was an established track to 
the region.  

 
1796. Wool production in Australia 

 John Macarthur bought 4 merino ewes and 2 rams from Capt Waterhouse who brought them in from the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

 At Elizabeth Farm (named after his wife), in Parramatta, he began a merino flock. 

 After the success of his fine merino wool in England, he bought more stock from George III‟s flock at Kew in 
England. 

 These were all later moved to Camden Park, Menangle, and a flock of their descendants are still there today. 
 
1805, Camden Park Estate,  

 Lord Camden the Colonial Secretary, was most impressed with Macarthur‟s sheep, so he ordered Governor 
King to grant John and Elizabeth Macarthur 5000 acres for sheep breeding, in an area of their choosing. They 
chose the best pasture land in the colony, the rich river flats, “the Cowpastures”, and then they proceeded to 
establish Camden Park, which became one of the finest estates in the nation.  

 Camden Park Estate thus was Australia‟s first sheep pastoral stud. 

 The Macarthur‟s established merino wool production there in 1806, as well as wheat, dairying, horticulture and 
grape growing.  

 These enterprises became a model for Australia's proud agricultural traditions and they rank as one of 
Australia's greatest agricultural pioneers. 

 NSW Heritage listing statement in part says” The Camden Park Estate is of social, historic, scientific and 
aesthetic significance to NSW and Australia. It shows a high degree of technical and creative excellence 
being a rare, and still relatively intact, example of a model rural estate of the early 19th Century (continuing to 
serve this function until the 1950s). It is the oldest pastoral sheep stud in Australia. The Estate's considerable 
social and historic significance is also due to its ability to demonstrate the way of life, tastes, customs and 
functions of a 19th - early 20th Century rural establishment 

 BHP‟s State Heritage Citation says” The Camden Park Estate is of social, historic, scientific and aesthetic 
significance to NSW and Australia” 

 By 1830‟s the farm was expanded to 28,000 acres and was the greatest and most advanced mixed farm in 
NSW. 

 State registered. 
 
1805, Belgenny Farm (Home Farm) on Camden Park Estate, 

 This was the Macarthur‟s second house on Camden Park Estate and one of the first farm buildings, where 
John Macarthur lived. 

 The first house was the single bark hut that once held a piano, and was the subject of a recent heritage ”dig” 

 The buildings are predominantly constructed of ironbark and are Australia‟s most complete and authentic 
Georgian farm complex. They are still the oldest authentic group of operating farm buildings erected by 
Australia's first family dynasty.  

 It is one of only a few agricultural places listed on the State Heritage Register. 

 The buildings include granary, stables, blacksmith's shop, creamery, smokehouse, slaughter house and the 
farm cottage.  

 John Macarthur spent the last few years of his life here. 

 Aboriginal people who occupied the area, called the area 'Binhinny' and 'Benkennie', meaning “high, dry land.” 
This was later interpreted by Europeans as 'Belgenny'. 

 Nationally registered. 
 

 
1899 Gilbulla. 

 Built by Major-General the Hon. J.W. Macarthur-Onslow as a home for his family.  

 The design was by Sir John Sulman 

 The large homestead is well preserved.  

 Beautiful gardens 



 Chapel built from logs with bark attached, and a striking northern glass wall 

 From 1943 it served as a Red Cross rehabilitation center for WW2 veterans. 

 Sold to the Church of England in 1949 and then to Ellel Ministries in about 1999.  

 Now a conference centre and retreat but well preserved. 
 

1826 Dairying began at Camden Park. 

 14 female convicts were brought to Camden Park to become dairymaids at Number 1 dairy. 

 In1829 mechanical irrigation began using an archimedian screw pump which pushed 5000 gals an hour from 
the river over some 200 acres. 

 
 
 
1830 Wine 

 Two vineyards were planted in 1830 and 1841 and produced 16,000 gallons of wine from Muscat to Riesling 
and fortified wines in 1849. 
 

1834 Camden Park House,  
 

 This was the third family home for the Macarthur family, across the valley from Belgenny. 

c1850 Menangle Village, Cottages 

 The Aboriginals called it “Manhangle” or “place of swamps”, hence Menangle. 

 Menangle was advertised for sale as “John Macarthur family are selling a town” in 1975 and it had been 
considered to be a private village before then.  

 By 1950 there were 35 houses of which 23 were owned by Camden Park Estate. 

 Along with Camden Park and Belgenny Farm it is in the heart of Macarthur Country where the cradle of the 
rural industries of Australia‟s sheep, cattle, horses and vines all developed and flourished. 

 It became the biggest supplier of milk to Sydney. 

 In 1850, about 900 people lived on the property which included Menangle. 

 There were some 50 share farms centered on the river also. 

 During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries many cottages were built at 
Menangle, for those working in the various Camden Park Estate enterprises. 9 of these survive exactly as 
they were. 

 Today they are proposed by WSC for heritage listing individually and as part of the Menangle Conservation 
Area.  

 BHP Heritage Assessment lists 26 Heritage items in Menangle itself. 

 Historic and significant early residents on Menangle Road are, 
Numbers 50, 80, 92, 96, 98, 100, 102, 106, 119, 122, 124, 125, 128, 131, 135, 138, 149 and 151. 

 Council has had a Development Control plan in place for this area for many years. 
 
1855 Road Bridge. 

 The first road bridge built in 1855, which improved transport and opened up the area, was damaged by the 
1867 flood. Its sandstone foundations can still be found. 

   The design of Camden Park House, which preoccupied the mind of John Macarthur in the last years of his 
life, was begun by his sons, James & William, in 1832 and completed in 1835, a year after his death.  

 The Camden Park House, which has become one of the great mansions of Australia, is still occupied by the 
Macarthur family, and is in fact thought to be one of the oldest residences in the country still occupied by 
descendants of its founder.  

 The family burial ground, carefully established over the decades, is located nearby and is the last resting 
place of John Macarthur and his direct descendants.  

 1840, the sons of John Macarthur sold allotments for the township of Camden. 

 Row of workmen‟s cottages. 

 Old Camellia garden. 

 Orchard to the north east. 
 

c1848 Wheat. 

 Wheat had been grown for a long time here but in 1848 it peaked at 40,000 bushels and 40 bushels to the 
acre. 

 c1860 the rust plague put an end to wheat production. 

 The 1200 acres of farming land then specialized in fodder crops like lucerne, oats, barley, maize and 
saccaline, with about 100 acres of orchards. 

 The land had been “tile” drained and ditched, with „flood break‟ trees laid out on the flood plain to reduce soil 
erosion of this deep soil farming land. 
 

 



 It was replaced further up stream by a lower height bridge that would be less prone to damage. 

 Previously the ford had been north of Menangle called the “Bird‟s Eye Crossing” and east of Menangle, 
“Archie‟s Crossing” close to the “Black Hole” and the “Narrows.” 

  
1863 Menangle Railway Station 

 Second oldest station complex to survive in NSW 

 Built on the new line south from Sydney in 1863 when the old line had finished at „Menangle North” station , 
close to the Pines house, and the brick foundations can still be see. 

 It became a focus for village development. 

 Features the remains of the Camden Estate spur line to the Creamery. 

 NSW Heritage Registered. 

 Menangle Park station was then built closer to the community of Menangle Park. 
 

1863, Menangle Iron Rail Bridge. 

 One of the most historic bridges in Australia 

 First large iron rail bridge erected in NSW and the oldest in NSW. 

 Created enormous benefit both social and commercial.  

 It was an example of advanced design and low cost infrastructure for the time and it received international 
recognition. 

 Intermediate piers were added in 1907 to increase the bridge load capacity.  

 NSW Heritage Registered 
 

 
 
1871 Menangle Public School,  

 Camden Park Estate made application for a school in 1849, and a church school was established. The locality 
was initially known as Riversford, which later changed to Menangle. Pressure for a public school culminated in 
1869-71 when a public school was opened, with an enrolment of 43 pupils. New school buildings were 
erected in 1906. 

 Land was purchased by Council of education for 40 shillings.. 

 Building was completed in 1871, and the school opened with 43 pupils. 

 A residence was added before repairs in 1876. 

 The first school building was sold by auction along with the fence on 7
th
 January 1876 

 A two room weather shed was added in 1878. 

 In 1891 during Arbour Day, money was raised for a library 

 Church services were initially held in the old school from 28
th
 May, 1871. 

 From 1892, 52 shade trees and 20 citrus trees were planted. 

 1906 Half an acre was given by the Macarthur family for a new residence on the western side and the school 
building and residents were replaced. 

 1915 used as sleeping quarters for NCO‟s being trained locally in WW1, The Great War. 

 1922 a tennis court and 45 foot flagpole was added in the playground as were veggie plots. 

 1928 was voted the school with the best garden within 50 miles of Sydney, with 54 pupils. 

 1937 a replacement weather shed built  

 1960 two additional acres were obtained from Camden Park Estate. 

 1960 Major painting and a brick toilet block and new flagpole erected. 

 1960 New residence in single brick was built. 

 100 years of schooling was celebrated in May, 1971. 
 
1876, St James Anglican Church “the church on the hill”. 

 Foundation stone laid 24
th
 March, 1876 and built by the Macarthur Family as part of Camden Park Estate.  

 The chancery sanctuary and tower were built to John Sulman‟s design in 1898, to blend harmoniously with the 
earlier section of the church built to Horbury Hunt‟s design (who also designed the “fairy tale” Camelot.. 

 It was consecrated 25
th
 October 1923 and given to the local Diocesan Property Trust. 

 Services were initially held in the old school from 28
th
 May, 1871. 

 Entrance gate and trees are the first features you see. 

 The stables were further inside the gates and housed the carriage from Camden Park during services and 
also the rector‟s buggy horse. They were removed in 1930 and sold to RE Hawkey and erected at the back of 
his home because of the advent of the motor car. 

 In 1876 a specification and quote for a new church on land donated by the Macarthur‟s was completed. The 
side walls to be 18 inches thick and the ends 14 inches, with a roof of colonial pine and cedar door with a 
good 9 inch draw lock. 

 Nave bricks are handmade. 

 Lectern 1878. 

 Chancel was built by Elizabeth Macarthur Onslow in 1898 



 Organ 1902, purchased by Elizabeth Macarthur Onslow was hand pumped till 1947 when an electric motor 
was installed 

 Significant stained glass windows. 

 Polished oak interior panelling. 

 One of few churches with a weather vane instead of a cross on the steeple. 

 Peel of six bells installed in 2005. 

 Menangle became a stand-alone parish in 2008. 

 Registered on the National Estate. 
 
1883 – 1948 Butter Factory. 

 The first butter factory in NSW at Menangle. 

 It became the Central Creamery in 1948. 

 Milk arrived by horse and cart and later by truck. 
 
1886 Menangle Weir. 

 Thought to be built around 1886 as part of the Upper Nepean Water Scheme, to maintain landholders‟ riparian 
water rights. It was built of wood and can still be found about a metre below water. 

 The second weir made of concrete was built in about 1911 as part of a seven weir system to maintain water 
right along the river length. 

 
c1880 Foundation of Commercial Dairying. 

 Mrs Macarthur-Onslow brought back with her from England plans and ideas to establish her dairying. 

 Milking became the life blood of Camden Park Estate. 

 The individual dairies specialized in different breeds and cross breeds. 

 Sent the milk to Sydney in water cooled milk cans. 

 1899 Mrs Macarthur-Onslow formed a company with her children to control the dairying and Camden Park 
Estate Ltd was formed.  

 By then the dairy company was serviced by 12 cooperative farms and 40 leased farms. 

 In 1926 a special milk suited to children and invalids was produced and was distributed in Sydney by another 
company, called „Camden Vale Milk Company and sold its special milk, Camden Vale Milk, with the golden 
alfoil cap. 

 1928, The Camden Vale Milk Company later merged with the Dairy Farmers Co-operative Milk Company. 

 By 1932 the company was the largest dairy cattle centre in Australia with 1200 head that rose to 2,800 in later 
years. There were nine model dairies with each dairy having a manager who were supervised by the “home 
farm” or Belgenny as it was known later. 

 Menangle became the chief milk receiving depot. 

 Pigs were raised to consume the waste. 

 The butter produced in Menangle was called „Laurel” brand butter. 

 The whole milk was dispatched by rail to Dairy Farmers Co-operative Milk Company by rail to be pasteurised, 
bottled and distributed. 

 1947 it was decided to streamline the whole system and the Rotolactor was built and completed in 1952.This 
improved the operation and quality of the “Special milk” 

 The Nepean River and other water supplies were vital for production as one dairy cow drinks 15 to 20 gallons 
of water a day and another 30 gallons was needed to wash and maintain the quality of the process. That‟s 
about 200 litres per cow, equating to half a million litres per day at full production. 

 The dams cover about 100 acres and hold 170 million gallons or 800,000 cubic metres of water. 

 The Estate had storage capacity for 2400 tons of fodder in vertical silos and 6000 tons in pits. 

 It was the first estate to breed wholly by artificial insemination. 
 
 
1895, St Patrick’s Catholic Church. 

 St Patrick‟s Catholic Church was built in 1895 to service the local Catholic community. 

 Prior to the church a small school of up to sixty children existed. 

 The school was run by the Josephite Nuns and initiated by Mary McKillop, and it was one of 6 local schools 
she initiated. 

 
1895 Menangle Gate Lodges  

 Both designed by Sulman and Power in 1895 as gate houses for Camden Park. One was west of Menangle 
on Woodbridge Road, and the other north of Camden Park House. 
They were placed at the ends of the Camden Park Estate private road, and the gates were closed once a 
year. 

 The Woodbridge Road one now has both Macarthur and Onslow crests under its roof peaks. 
 
1898 Camden Park Estate Central Creamery, 



 Built by the Macarthurs adjacent to the railway station in 1898 

 The Creamery initially separated milk for the sweet cream trade in Sydney, and from 1929 became the local 
depot for receiving whole milk for city distribution.  

 After 1917 milk was sent raw to the Dairy Farmers Co-Operative Milk Company in Sydney, by cart to 
Campbelltown and then by train 

 Historic in that it shows the extent of commercial dairying and its connection to Camden Park Estate. 
 
1904 Menangle Store, 

 The Menangle Store built in 1904, also to the design of the prominent architect firm Sulman and Power. 

 The Store Manager bought provisions, stores, seed, fertiliser, and fuels used across the area, and having a 
liquor licence, was a centre for community gatherings especially with the community hall next door. 

 Today is a tourist attraction. 

 Coolrooms, domed brick well, butcher room and chill room and baker‟s ovens are still to be seen. 

 Once known as Hickey‟s, then Curry‟s. 

 It also supplied groceries and fresh made bread from their own ovens, as well as fresh store killed meat.  

 Also drapery, tin ware and anything else that was needed including mail and friendship.  

 Customers were supplied by horse and cart “in all directions”. The runs were to Douglas Park on Moreton 
Park Road and on to Wilton. Secondly to Camden via the estate. Finally across Archie‟s 
Crossing, over the Nepean up through Mt.Gilead to Appin.  

 
C 1904 Menangle Hall (School of Arts Hall),  

 Thought to be built about the same time as the Store, 1905. 

 Built  by the community on Macarthur land 

 Dances were held monthly from the early 1900‟s onward. 

 Wrought Iron gates are a memorial to Frank Veness, the Butter Factory Manager 1922-1945. 

 1983 The community wrote to Council asking them to be Trustee for the Hall and carry out work required, 
which Council did. 

 1985 Council were informed they could not legally be a trustee, so the community voted for it to be resumed 
by Council. This happened after much debate in November 2000. 

 The hall was closed by Council as it was apparently uninsurable, in 2008. 

 The Menangle Community Association is working on the closure with Council. 
 
c1920 Tennis and Cricket. 

 Menangle held the District Tennis Championship trophies. 

 Don Bradman played on the concrete pitch with coir matting covering. 
 
1939 Camden Vale Inn 

 Built to sell „special milk‟ to travellers on the Hume Highway. 

 Now called Camden Valley Inn. 
 

1942 Menangle Bushfire Brigade,  

 Formed in Menangle although it had existed at Camden Park Estate for many years. 

 First shed was opposite the store till 1990. 

 The bad grass fires of 1953 necessitated running both a Camden Park and Menangle brigade. 
 
1952 Rotolactor, “The Rotary Milking Machine”  

 In 1980 was declared a National Tourist attraction by the Macarthur District Gazette  

 It was the second of this design and size in the world. 

 Made from brick and stainless steel it had walls of glass letting in natural night by day and lights for night 
milking. 

 It was 24 metres in diameter and was capable of milking 2500 cows twice a day. 

 Each cow was milked in about 7 minutes. 

 They entered and left at the same point and as they travelled around being milked, they ate. 

 It required a small staff of nine to operate milking 300 cows per hour. 

 It was an icon in Australia and significant in that it shows the scale and development of dairying in Menangle. 

 Tourists and school children visited weekdays and weekends to experience the “special milk” and see the 
state of the art milking process and production. 

 Registered Trade Marks were „Camden Vale‟, „Cowpasture‟, „Laurel‟, and „Milk with the golden cap‟, that were 
used to name produce from the Dairy, Agriculture and Orchard producer, Camden Park Estate Company. 

 BHP state “It ( The Menangle Area) provides the opportunity to interpret the history of dairy farming and 
production in the region for a period encompassing 150 years of development. 

 The Rotolactor operated until 1983. 
 
1953 Camden Estate Headquarters moved to Menangle. 



 Due to the railway, road and dairying most business was conducted in Menangle. 

 Headquarters were in the Creamery. 
 
Fruit Production. 

 By 1965 the orchard was 74 acres 

 produces from 7200 trees, 10,000 cases of choice fruit. 

 Included apples, peaches, pears, plums and nuts. 
 
 
 
Menangle today still recognizes this heritage with “Macarthur Country” and after polling and meetings endorses the 
preservation of this districts heritage. Today, BHP‟s Mining Plans list 632 sites of archaeological and cultural heritage 

in the Menangle, Appin, Douglas Park, Wilton and Picton areas. 
 

Today’s Valued features  

(Historic English village, green space, heritage landscape, wildlife corridor, with productive 
agriculture and government research) 

The Menangle and other communities believe that the four most important aspects of the Menangle and Cowpastures 
area are: 

 The Menangle areas cultural landscape: a unique mixture of green space, “Menangle Hills”, historical 
English village and buildings, wildlife corridors, lagoons, streams and river. This vista needs to be 
preserved for future generations and as the Macarthur South Paper 1991 (MSS1991) suggests, “Menangle 
and Gilbulla need to be conserved and protected” (p36), and curtilage around heritage sites are required for 
protection of their setting and visual relief. Adjacent land use “…should complement the heritage item” (p78). 
In 1991 the Wollondilly Heritage Survey reported that Menangle Village has “heritage significance because it 
remains essentially within the original settlement boundaries and as such is an unusually intact example of a 
rural service centre.” Further the Camden Park Estate report for the Department of Environment and Planning 
by Howard Tanner and Assoc. in 1983 identified the view from Menangle Pond to Menangle as requiring 
preservation and the existing buildings of Menangle required upgrading and maintenance. (Page 7 Map). Also 
Camden Park Estate is noted in the NSW Heritage Listing, in part, as ”...of social, historic, scientific and 
aesthetic significance to NSW and Australia. The Estate's considerable social and historic significance is also 
due to its ability to demonstrate the way of life, tastes, customs and functions of a 19th - early 20th Century 
rural establishment.” 

 The Menangle Hills mentioned in the Macarthur South paper, form the gateway to both Wollondilly and 
to Sydney, where the view of sensitive green space has been noted as culturally significant to both 
Sydney and Wollondilly and of course to all local communities.  

 The wildlife corridor, Cumberland plain woodland and river support and allow passage of threatened 
species, koalas, platypus, bass and Macquarie perch, as well as maintaining whole threatened 
ecologies. The MSS1991 again stresses the use of “protected by appropriate zonings and the development 
of appropriate guidelines” including the preservation of vegetation and the careful assessment of visual 
impacts” (p78) 

 
 
 
 

Menangle and Camden Park Heritage Citations. 
 

 State Heritage Register 01697 certificate for NSW Dept Primary Industries, December 2006, lists “ Camden 

Park Estate is significant at local, state and national levels as the oldest intact rural landscape and group of 
farm buildings in Australia, with the close associations with the pioneering Macarthur family and Camden Park 
(SHR00341). The property was fundamental to the development of the country‟s agricultural, pastoral, 
horticultural and viticultural industries.” 
 

 BHP‟s State Heritage Citation says,” The Camden Park Estate is of social, historic, scientific and aesthetic 
significance to NSW and Australia” 
 



 Brian Trench. “Even considered with the rest of the Macarthur district and Wollondilly Shire Menangle is a 

uniquely beautiful and historically important place. And perhaps it has always been considered that way. 

Recently discovered in the area, an ancient Two of their sons, Menangle residents James and William, in 

particular established the area as a showcase of Australian agriculture. Under their leadership a string of 

innovative ideas and technology were developed or adopted in irrigation, cultivation, harvesting and storage of 

a range of agricultural enterprises. They developed Australia‟s first commercial vineyard, and laid the 

foundations for what was eventually Australia‟s finest orchard and largest dairy– our first truly great 

Australians of the modern era.  

 

 Chris Betteridge **  They also established the beautiful village of Menangle. A unique settlement today, it was 

modelled on the typical English village, including a beautiful church within walking distance for locals, a store, 

a common, all within a carefully manicured landscape. The English-style village of Menangle is still there and 

offers a rare experience for visitors and a very special lifestyle for its few residents. It is the only village in the 

shire with its own Development Control Plan – an acknowledgement by council of the singular nature of the 

place. 

 

 Brian Trench Today Menangle village‟s St James and St Patrick‟s churches, the old store, creamery and 

rotolactor as well as Menangle station, railway bridge and viaduct are listed on the local, state and/or national 

heritage registers. Add Menangle House, Glenlee and the 19
th
 century Macarthur mansions of Camden Park 

and Gilbulla to this list and Menangle must lay claim to one of the highest concentrations of historically 

significant sites in rural Australia. 

 

 Brian Trench: So a succession of caring, innovative stewards of this land has left us all with something 

valuable, something not to be found anywhere else. We can only hope future ecisions that affect this area are 

as enlightened. 

 
Other family names associated with the area. 

Currys, Reedy, Cummins, Dowles, Finns, Hawkeys, Hunts, Heighingtons, Barretts, Channell, Hillier, 
Hopson, Luck, Leuchel, Mahoney, McKnight, Sharp, Smart, Starr, Veness, Wheeler, Neave, Rofes, 
Starrs, Camerons, English, Veness, Templeman, McGraths, New, Crisp, Burrell. 

 
**Christopher Betteridge, BSc (Sydney), MSc (Leicester), AMA (London), Director of MUSEcape Pty Ltd, is a qualified 
botanist with a Master’s degree in museum studies and training in heritage conservation. He has over thirty years' 
experience in the investigation, assessment, management and interpretation of the natural and cultural 
environment. Chris has lectured and published widely on the conservation of cultural landscapes including historic 
gardens, parks and cemeteries. 
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